The Days Of The King

Psalm 27:12-13 (ESV)

Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against
me, and they breathe out violence. | believe that | shall look upon the goodness of
the LORD in the land of the living!

Judges 21:25 (MSG)
At that time there was no king in Israel. People did whatever they felt like doing.
God’s design for a virtuous king

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 (ESV)

When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess
it and dwell in it and then say, ‘1 will set a king over me, like all the nations that are
around me, you may indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will
choose. One from among your brothers and you shall set as king over you. You
may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. Only he must not
acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to
acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return that
way again.” And he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn
away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold. And when he sits
on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this
law, approved by the Levitical priests. And it shall be with him, and he shall read in
it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all
the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, that his heart may not
be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the
commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue
long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.

Three Theological Virtues: Faith, Hope, Love

1 Corinthians 13:12-13 (MSG)

We don’t yet see things clearly. We're squinting in a fog, peering through a mist.
But it won’t be long before the weather clears and the sun shines bright! We'll see
it all then, see it all as clearly as God sees us, knowing him directly just as he
knows us! But for right now, until that completeness, we have three things to do



to lead us toward that consummation: Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly,
love extravagantly. And the best of the three is love.

The Virtue of Faith in the Life of David

1 Samuel 24:8-15 (ESV)

Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called after Saul, “My
lord the king!” And when Saul looked behind him, David bowed with his face to
the earth and paid homage. And David said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the
words of men who say, ‘Behold, David seeks your harm’? Behold, this day your
eyes have seen how the LORD gave you today into my hand in the cave. And some
told me to kill you, but | spared you. | said, ‘I will not put out my hand against my
lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’” See, my father, see the corner of your robe in
my hand. For by the fact that | cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you,
you may know and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands. | have not
sinned against you, though you hunt my life to take it. May the LORD judge
between me and you, may the LORD avenge me against you, but my hand shall
not be against you. As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Out of the wicked comes
wickedness.” But my hand shall not be against you. After whom has the king of
Israel come out? After whom do you pursue? After a dead dog! After a flea! May
the LORD therefore be judge and give sentence between me and you, and see to it
and plead my cause and deliver me from your hand.”

What is faith?

Faith is a trust in the promises of God based upon a conviction of the character of
God.

Hebrews 11:1-3 (ESV)

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
For by it the people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand
that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not
made out of things that are visible.

Hebrews 11:6 (ESV)
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.



To have faith means to rest in the perfect judgement of Jesus Christ.

Faith is a foundational virtue upon which other godly characteristics can be built.
Because David trusted the just judge he was able to...

Endure slander

Respect bad leadership

Reject taking vengeance

Jesus is the object of our faith and the example of faith in action.

1 Peter 2:21-25 (ESV)

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither
was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return;
when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him
who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might
die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you
were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of
your souls.

How can we grow in faith?

Luke 17:3-6 (ESV)

Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents,
forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you
seven times, saying, ‘| repent,” you must forgive him.” The apostles said to the
Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a grain of
mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in
the sea,’ and it would obey you.



