Liberty And Justice Through Jesus
Jesus: the Judge of Grace

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (ESV)

But understand this, that in the [DAYS OF JUDGES] there will come times of
difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant,
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless,
swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.

Summary of the final 3 chapters of Judges.

Chapter 19 — the rape, murder and dismemberment of the Levite’s concubine
Chapter 20 — Civil War

Chapter 21 — The broken attempt at reconstruction

Judges 19:1-15 (ESV)

In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a certain Levite was sojourning in
the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine
from Bethlehem in Judah. And his concubine was unfaithful to him, and she went
away from him to her father’s house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there some
four months. Then her husband arose and went after her, to speak kindly to her
and bring her back. He had with him his servant and a couple of donkeys. And she
brought him into her father’s house. And when the girl’s father saw him, he came
with joy to meet him. And his father-in-law, the girl’s father, made him stay, and
he remained with him three days. So they ate and drank and spent the night
there. And on the fourth day they arose early in the morning, and he prepared to
go, but the girl’s father said to his son-in-law, “Strengthen your heart with a
morsel of bread, and after that you may go.” So the two of them sat and ate and
drank together. And the girl’s father said to the man, “Be pleased to spend the
night, and let your heart be merry. And when the man rose up to go, his father-in-
law pressed him, till he spent the night there again. And on the fifth day he arose
early in the morning to depart. And the girl’s father said, “Strengthen your heart
and wait until the day declines.” So they ate, both of them. And when the man



and his concubine and his servant rose up to depart, his father-in-law, the girl’s
father, said to him, “Behold, now the day has waned toward evening. Please,
spend the night. Behold, the day draws to its close. Lodge here and let your heart
be merry, and tomorrow you shall arise early in the morning for your journey, and
go home.” But the man would not spend the night. He rose up and departed and
arrived opposite Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). He had with him a couple of saddled
donkeys, and his concubine was with him. When they were near Jebus, the day
was nearly over, and the servant said to his master, “Come now, let us turn aside
to this city of the Jebusites and spend the night in it.” And his master said to him,
“We will not turn aside into the city of foreigners, who do not belong to the
people of Israel, but we will pass on to Gibeah.” And he said to his young man,
“Come and let us draw near to one of these places and spend the night at Gibeah
or at Ramah.” So they passed on and went their way. And the sun went down on
them near Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin, and they turned aside there, to go
in and spend the night at Gibeah. And he went in and sat down in the open square
of the city, for no one took them into his house to spend the night.

Judges 21:25 (ESV)
In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own
eyes.

Luke 8:14 (ESV)

And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on
their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their
fruit does not mature.

Judges 19:6 (ESV)
So the two of them sat and ate and drank together. And the girl’s father said to
the man, “Be pleased to spend the night, and let your heart be merry.”

Judges 19:9 (ESV)

And when the man and his concubine and his servant rose up to depart, his
father-in-law, the girl’s father, said to him, “Behold, now the day has waned
toward evening. Please, spend the night. Behold, the day draws to its close. Lodge
here and let your heart be merry, and tomorrow you shall arise early in the
morning for your journey, and go home.”



Judges 19:22 (ESV)

As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless
fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door. And they said to the old man,
the master of the house, “Bring out the man who came into your house, that we
may know him.”

When we set our hearts on pursuing our own personal prosperity we endanger
the ones we are most responsible to care for.

One act of selfishness can set in motion catastrophe that can bring destruction
and suffering for generations.

Jesus is the one and only judge who can undo all the wrong that has been done by
us and to us.

Romans 5:12-15 (ESV)

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through
sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned — for sin indeed was in the
world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet
death reigned from Adam to Moses, not like the transgression of Adam, who was
a type of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if
many died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the
free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.

The book of Judges shows the failure of the law to actually grant eternal life,
liberty and justice.

The book of Judges causes us to hope in the one Judge who can set the world
right.

The Judge of Grace

Romans 5:16-21 (ESV)

And the free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgement
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many
trespasses brought justification. For if, because of one man’s trespass, death
reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance



of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus
Christ. Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the
many will be made righteous. Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death,
grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Grace Reigns
Grace Changes Everything

Titus 3:1-7 (ESV)

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be
ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be
gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. For we ourselves were
once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures,
passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But
when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us,
not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

James 2:12-13 (ESV)

So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. For
judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over
judgment.



