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Liberty and Justice for the Jealous  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Judges 13:1-7 ESV 
And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord gave them into the 
hand of the Philistines for forty years. There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, 
whose name was Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. And the angel of the Lord 
appeared to the woman and said to her, "Behold, you are barren and have not borne children, but you 
shall conceive and bear a son. Therefore be careful and drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing 
unclean, for behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the child 
shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of the 
Philistines." Then the woman came and told her husband, "A man of God came to me, and his 
appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. I did not ask him where he was 
from, and he did not tell me his name, but he said to me, 'Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. So 
then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from 
the womb to the day of his death.'"  
 

• The slaughter of Ephraim should show us how jealousy and pride lead to unwitting destruction 

• Jealousy and pride are the result of forgetting God and focusing on ourselves  
 
Psalms 78:5-11 ESV 
He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to 
teach to their children, that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise 
and tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments; and that they should not be like their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. 
The Ephraimites, armed with the bow, turned back on the day of battle. They did not keep God's 
covenant, but refused to walk according to his law. They forgot his works and the wonders that he had 
shown them.  
 

• "Say Shibolleth"  

• The evidence of our pride and jealousy is in how we speak  
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2 Corinthians 12:20 NIV 
For I am afraid that when I come I may not find you as I want you to be, and you may not find me as you 
want me to be. I fear that there may be discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, 
arrogance and disorder.  
 
8 Examples Of An Unrefined Accent  
 

1. Discord (Eris) strife, contention, quarreling  
2. Jealousy (Zelos) excitement, boiling fervor  
3. Fits of Rage (Thumos) anger, anger, tempers, outbursts  
4. Selfish Ambition (Eritheia) self-seeking of political positions  
5. Slander (Katalalia) defamation, evil speaking  
6. Gossip (Psithurismos)  
7. Arrogance (Phusiosis) puffing up of the soul  
8. Disorder (Akatastasia) confusion, instability, disturbance  

 

• Our Accent reveals where we are from  
 
Matthew 26:73 ESV 
After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Certainly you too are one of them, for 
your accent betrays you."  
 

• Only a Gospel accent can properly tell this story.....  
 
Matthew 20:1-16 ESV 
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to 
them he said, 'You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.' So they went. Going 
out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found others standing. And he said to them, 'Why do you stand here idle all day?' They 
said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You go into the vineyard too.' And when 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the laborers and pay them their 
wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.' And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, 
each of them received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive 
more, but each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the 
house, saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne 
the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to 
this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do 
you begrudge my generosity?' So the last will be first, and the first last."  
 

• The ministry of the Messiah makes an end of Ephraim's jealousy  
 
Isaiah 11:10-13  
In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him shall the nations 
inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second 
time to recover the remnant that remains of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from 
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Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. He will raise a signal for 
the nations and will assemble the banished of Israel, and gather the dispersed of Judah from the four 
corners of the earth. The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; 
Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.  
 

• See the Gospel  

• Hear the Gospel  

• Pray the Gospel  

• Speak the Gospel  
 
Colossians 4:2-6  
Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray also for us, 
that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am 
in prison— that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, 
making the best use of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you 
may know how you ought to answer each person.  


