Liberty And Justice Through Jesus
2019-06-30
Pastor Daniel Balcombe

Liberty and Justice for Parents Who
Have No Clue What They Are Doing

Judges 13:1-14
And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, so the Lord gave them into the
hand of the Philistines for forty years. There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites,
whose name was Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. And the angel of the Lord
appeared to the woman and said to her, "Behold, you are barren and have not borne children, but you
shall conceive and bear a son. Therefore be careful and drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing
unclean, for behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the child
shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of the
Philistines." Then the woman came and told her husband, "A man of God came to me, and his
appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. I did not ask him where he was
from, and he did not tell me his name, but he said to me, 'Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. So
then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from
the womb to the day of his death.'" Then Manoah prayed to the Lord and said, "O Lord, please let the
man of God whom you sent come again to us and teach us what we are to do with the child who will be
born." And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman as she
sat in the field. But Manoah her husband was not with her. So the woman ran quickly and told her
husband, "Behold, the man who came to me the other day has appeared to me." And Manoah arose and
went after his wife and came to the man and said to him, "Are you the man who spoke to this woman?"
And he said, "I am." And Manoah said, "Now when your words come true, what is to be the child's
manner of life, and what is his mission?" And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, "Of all that I said to
the woman let her be careful. She may not eat of anything that comes from the vine, neither let her
drink wine or strong drink, or eat any unclean thing. All that I commanded her let her observe."
•

The desperation of wanting children is dwarfed only by the difficulty of raising children.

•

How can parents who have no clue what they are doing effectively raise children?

2 Chronicles 20:21b (ESV)
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We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.
•

Two really good questions to ask:

Judges 13:12
And Manoah said, "Now when your words come true, what is to be the child's manner of life, and what
is his mission?"
Judges 13:12
So Manoah asked him, “When your words come true, what kind of rules should govern the boy’s life and
work?”
•

Child Raising Is About Principles And Purpose

•

What are the most important principles for us to follow?

•

Feed Them

John 21:15
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more
than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." He said to him, "Feed my lambs."
•

Our children will feed on whatever we are eating.

•

Feed Them The Bible

Matthew 4:4
But he answered, "It is written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God.'"
1 Peter 2:2-3
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— if
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
Jeremiah 15:16
Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my
heart, for I am called by your name, O Lord, God of hosts.
•

Feed them the Gospel

John 6:27-29
Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of
Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal." Then they said to him, "What must we
do, to be doing the works of God?" Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in
him whom he has sent."
•

Feed Them Jesus

Romans 10:17
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So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
John 6:33-35
For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." They said to him,
"Sir, give us this bread always." Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall
not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.
•

What is the most important purpose for our children?

•

What do you want to be when you grow up?

•

The freedom of Gospel identity is that our value and worth is not based on what we do but on
who we belong to.

•

We Are Singers

1 Peter 2:9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
1 Peter 2:9
But God chose you to be his people. You are royal priests. You are a holy nation. You are a people who
belong to God. All of this is so that you can sing his praises. He brought you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.
•

We Are Servants

1 Peter 2:15-16
For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.
Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.
•

We Are Sheep

1 Peter 2:24-25
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his
wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
A child who is fed a steady diet of the Gospel that they are loved by Jesus Christ will be a child who
understands the mission of praising God by serving their neighbors.
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