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4 Kinds of Kings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Judges 9:1-21 
Now Abimelech the son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother's relatives and said to them and to 
the whole clan of his mother's family, "Say in the ears of all the leaders of Shechem, 'Which is better for 
you, that all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, or that one rule over you?' Remember also 
that I am your bone and your flesh." And his mother's relatives spoke all these words on his behalf in the 
ears of all the leaders of Shechem, and their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech, for they said, "He is our 
brother." And they gave him seventy pieces of silver out of the house of Baal-berith with which 
Abimelech hired worthless and reckless fellows, who followed him. And he went to his father's house at 
Ophrah and killed his brothers the sons of Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone. But Jotham the 
youngest son of Jerubbaal was left, for he hid himself. And all the leaders of Shechem came together, 
and all Beth-millo, and they went and made Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar at Shechem. When it 
was told to Jotham, he went and stood on top of Mount Gerizim and cried aloud and said to them, 
"Listen to me, you leaders of Shechem, that God may listen to you. The trees once went out to anoint a 
king over them, and they said to the olive tree, 'Reign over us.' But the olive tree said to them, 'Shall I 
leave my abundance, by which gods and men are honored, and go hold sway over the trees?' And the 
trees said to the fig tree, 'You come and reign over us.' But the fig tree said to them, 'Shall I leave my 
sweetness and my good fruit and go hold sway over the trees?' And the trees said to the vine, 'You come 
and reign over us.' But the vine said to them, 'Shall I leave my wine that cheers God and men and go 
hold sway over the trees?' Then all the trees said to the bramble, 'You come and reign over us.' And the 
bramble said to the trees, 'If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, then come and take 
refuge in my shade, but if not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the cedars of Lebanon.' 
"Now therefore, if you acted in good faith and integrity when you made Abimelech king, and if you have 
dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house and have done to him as his deeds deserved— for my father 
fought for you and risked his life and delivered you from the hand of Midian, and you have risen up 
against my father's house this day and have killed his sons, seventy men on one stone, and have made 
Abimelech, the son of his female servant, king over the leaders of Shechem, because he is your 
relative— if you then have acted in good faith and integrity with Jerubbaal and with his house this day, 
then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you. But if not, let fire come out from Abimelech 
and devour the leaders of Shechem and Beth-millo; and let fire come out from the leaders of Shechem 
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and from Beth-millo and devour Abimelech." And Jotham ran away and fled and went to Beer and lived 
there, because of Abimelech his brother. 
 
 

4 Kinds of Kings 

 
* Olive King – The Abundant Life 
 

‘Shall I leave my abundance, by which gods and men are honored, and go hold sway over the 
trees?’ 

 
Psalms 23:5 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 
 
Psalms 36:7-9 
How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your 
wings. They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your 
delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light. 
 
John 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 
 
* Fig King – The Sweet Life 
 

‘Shall I leave my sweetness and my good fruit and go hold sway over the trees?’ 
 
Psalms 55:14 
We used to take sweet counsel together; within God's house we walked in the throng. 
 
Exodus 15:25 
And he cried to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a log, and he threw it into the water, and the water 
became sweet. There the Lord made for them a statute and a rule, and there he tested them, 
 
 
* Sweetness is that which is applied to the bad to make it good. 
 
 
Proverbs 12:25 
Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up. 
 
1 Peter 2:1-3 
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Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. Like 
newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you 
have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 
Titus 3:4-7 
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
 
* Vine King – The Cheerful Life 
 

‘Shall I leave my wine that cheers God and men and go hold sway over the trees?’ 
 
Isaiah 55:1-2 
"Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, 
buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend your money for that which is 
not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 
 
Jeremiah 31:11-14 
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come 
and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the 
grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall be like a 
watered garden, and they shall languish no more. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and 
the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy; I will comfort them, and 
give them gladness for sorrow. I will feast the soul of the priests with abundance, and my people shall be 
satisfied with my goodness, declares the Lord." 
 
Ephesians 5:18-20 
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your 
heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
 
* Bramble King – The Fiery Life 
 

Fire comes from rejecting our true King. 
 

Jesus is the king who died for his brothers so that we could receive the life we never could have 
gained on our own. 

 


