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e The book of Judges is much more an example of what not to do than it is of what to do.
e No hero of the Bible is worthy enough to model your life after.

e The deliverance that Gideon helped bring about did not last long, and much of that was his own
fault.

Judges 8:18-28, Judges 8:33-34

Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, "Where are the men whom you killed at Tabor?" They answered,
"As you are, so were they. Every one of them resembled the son of a king." And he said, "They were my
brothers, the sons of my mother. As the Lord lives, if you had saved them alive, | would not kill you." So
he said to Jether his firstborn, "Rise and kill them!" But the young man did not draw his sword, for he
was afraid, because he was still a young man. Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, "Rise yourself and fall
upon us, for as the man is, so is his strength." And Gideon arose and killed Zebah and Zalmunna, and he
took the crescent ornaments that were on the necks of their camels. Then the men of Israel said to
Gideon, "Rule over us, you and your son and your grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of
Midian." Gideon said to them, "I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over you; the Lord will
rule over you." And Gideon said to them, "Let me make a request of you: every one of you give me the
earrings from his spoil." (For they had golden earrings, because they were Ishmaelites.) And they
answered, "We will willingly give them." And they spread a cloak, and every man threw in it the earrings
of his spoil. And the weight of the golden earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels of gold, besides
the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple garments worn by the kings of Midian, and



besides the collars that were around the necks of their camels. And Gideon made an ephod of it and put
it in his city, in Ophrah. And all Israel whored after it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and to his
family. So Midian was subdued before the people of Israel, and they raised their heads no more. And the
land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon.

As soon as Gideon died, the people of Israel turned again and whored after the Baals and made Baal-

berith their god. And the people of Israel did not remember the Lord their God, who had delivered them
from the hand of all their enemies on every side,

Three ways we forfeit our liberty:

1) We forfeit our liberty when we demand from another what should only come from Christ.

2) We forfeit our liberty when we crave an earthly king more than we obey the heavenly king.

3) We forfeit our liberty when we trust in money more than we trust the Messiah.

e Jesus Christ is the true and better Gideon; He is the one who brings real and lasting liberty into
our lives.

2 Corinthians 3:16-18

But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord
who is the Spirit.

e Jesus Christ is our True Strength

Nehemiah 8:10

Then he said to them, "Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who
has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your
strength."

Colossians 1:29
For this | toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.

1 Peter 4:10-11



As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore
| will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the
sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For

when | am weak, then | am strong.

e Jesus Christ is our True King

Acts 17:5-9

But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mab, set the city in
an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. And when they
could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities, shouting,
"These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also, and Jason has received
them, and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus." And
the people and the city authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. And when they had
taken money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

e Jesus Christ is our True Treasure

Philippians 4:19
And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:31-32
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his
own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?

Psalms 73:23-26

Nevertheless, | am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and
afterward you will receive me to glory. Whom have | in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth
that | desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my
portion forever.



