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Judges 16:23-31 (ESV)

Now the lords of the Philistines gathered to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to rejoice, and
they said, "Our god has given Samson our enemy into our hand." And when the people saw him, they
praised their god. For they said, "Our god has given our enemy into our hand, the ravager of our
country, who has killed many of us." And when their hearts were merry, they said, "Call Samson, that he
may entertain us." So they called Samson out of the prison, and he entertained them. They made him
stand between the pillars. And Samson said to the young man who held him by the hand, "Let me feel
the pillars on which the house rests, that | may lean against them." Now the house was full of men and
women. All the lords of the Philistines were there, and on the roof there were about 3,000 men and
women, who looked on while Samson entertained. Then Samson called to the Lord and said, "O Lord
God, please remember me and please strengthen me only this once, O God, that | may be avenged on
the Philistines for my two eyes." And Samson grasped the two middle pillars on which the house rested,
and he leaned his weight against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other. And
Samson said, "Let me die with the Philistines." Then he bowed with all his strength, and the house fell
upon the lords and upon all the people who were in it. So the dead whom he killed at his death were
more than those whom he had killed during his life. Then his brothers and all his family came down and
took him and brought him up and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his
father. He had judged Israel twenty years.

Hebrews 11:32-40 (NIV)

And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about
David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and
gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped
the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and
routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who
were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. Some faced
jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were put to death by stoning; they were
sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute,
persecuted and mistreated— the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and
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mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. These were all commended for their faith, yet
none of them received what had been promised, since God had planned something better for us so that
only together with us would they be made perfect.

¢ God had planned something better.

Hebrews 6:9 (ESV)
Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that belong
to salvation.

Hebrews 7:19 (ESV)
(for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, through which
we draw near to God.

Hebrews 7:22 (ESV)
This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.

Hebrews 8:6 (ESV)
But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he
mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.

Hebrews 9:23 (ESV)
Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites, but the
heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.

Hebrews 10:34 (ESV)
For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the plundering of your property,
since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one.

Hebrews 11:16 (ESV)
But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.

Hebrews 12:24 (ESV)
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than
the blood of Abel.

e Our judge is better than Samson.

e Samson was tormented at a sacrifice for the glory of a lifeless god. Jesus was tormented at a
sacrifice designed for the glory of the living God.

1 Corinthians 5:7 (ESV)
Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

e Samson sought vengeance for his eyes. Jesus suffered vengeance for the apple of his eye.
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Deuteronomy 32:9-10 (ESV)

But the Lord 's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage. "He found him in a desert land, and in
the howling waste of the wilderness; he encircled him, he cared for him, he kept him as the apple of his
eye.

Zechariah 2:8 (ESV)
For thus said the Lord of hosts, after his glory sent me to the nations who plundered you, for he who
touches you touches the apple of his eye:

e Samson’s death brought down the temple and all who trusted in it.

John 2:19-22 (ESV)

Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up." The Jews then said, "It
has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?" But he was speaking
about the temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered
that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
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