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Liberty and Justice for Our Worst 
Mistakes 

 
 
 
 
 

• What is the worst mistake you ever made and what was the reason you made that mistake? 

 
✓ Daniels story of his last day working at McDonald's and wearing his own comfortable  shoes 

rather than those required by employees.  
 
Judges 11:29-40 
Then the Spirit of the Lord was upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and Manasseh and passed 
on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the Ammonites. And Jephthah made 
a vow to the Lord and said, "If you will give the Ammonites into my hand, then whatever comes out 
from the doors of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the Ammonites shall be the Lord 's, 
and I will offer it up for a burnt offering." So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against 
them, and the Lord gave them into his hand. And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of 
Minnith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great blow. So the Ammonites were subdued 
before the people of Israel. Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And behold, his daughter came 
out to meet him with tambourines and with dances. She was his only child; besides her he had neither 
son nor daughter. And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, "Alas, my daughter! You have 
brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For I have opened my 
mouth to the Lord, and I cannot take back my vow." And she said to him, "My father, you have opened 
your mouth to the Lord; do to me according to what has gone out of your mouth, now that the Lord has 
avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites." So she said to her father, "Let this thing be done for 
me: leave me alone two months, that I may go up and down on the mountains and weep for my 
virginity, I and my companions." So he said, "Go." Then he sent her away for two months, and she 
departed, she and her companions, and wept for her virginity on the mountains. And at the end of two 
months, she returned to her father, who did with her according to his vow that he had made. She had 
never known a man, and it became a custom in Israel that the daughters of Israel went year by year to 
lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the year. 
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• Our first mistake is how we minimize sin by thinking of it as only a mistake. 

 
✓ Ref back to McDonald's story and his realization of his sin of rebellion toward authority  

 

• Our worst mistake is to do, in God’s name, what God neither demands nor delights in. 

 
Jeremiah 7:22-24 
For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers or command 
them concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. But this command I gave them: 'Obey my voice, and I 
will be your God, and you shall be my people. And walk in all the way that I command you, that it may 
be well with you.' But they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and the 
stubbornness of their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 
 
Jeremiah 7:30-31 
"For the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the Lord. They have set their detestable 
things in the house that is called by my name, to defile it. And they have built the high places of 
Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, 
which I did not command, nor did it come into my mind. 
 

• Vows are meant to awaken us to the seriousness of the situation. 

 
Ecclesiastes 5:4-5 
When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you vow. 
It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 
 
Matthew 5:33-37 
"Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not swear falsely, but shall perform to 
the Lord what you have sworn.' But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the 
throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 
And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let what you say be 
simply 'Yes' or 'No'; anything more than this comes from evil. 
 
James 5:12 
But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your 
"yes" be yes and your "no" be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. 
 

• Why do we vow? 

 
Psalms 66:13-14 
I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to you, that which my lips 
uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
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• We make our worst mistakes when we are in desperate trouble and still choose to trust 
ourselves more than we trust God. 

• Saul’s Stupidity 

 
1 Samuel 14:37-45 
And Saul inquired of God, "Shall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give them into the hand of 
Israel?" But he did not answer him that day. And Saul said, "Come here, all you leaders of the people, 
and know and see how this sin has arisen today. For as the Lord lives who saves Israel, though it be in 
Jonathan my son, he shall surely die." But there was not a man among all the people who answered him. 
Then he said to all Israel, "You shall be on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side." 
And the people said to Saul, "Do what seems good to you." Therefore Saul said, "O Lord God of Israel, 
why have you not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in me or in Jonathan my son, O Lord, 
God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give Thummim." And Jonathan and Saul 
were taken, but the people escaped. Then Saul said, "Cast the lot between me and my son Jonathan." 
And Jonathan was taken. Then Saul said to Jonathan, "Tell me what you have done." And Jonathan told 
him, "I tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here I am; I will die." And Saul 
said, "God do so to me and more also; you shall surely die, Jonathan." Then the people said to Saul, 
"Shall Jonathan die, who has worked this great salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the Lord lives, there 
shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground, for he has worked with God this day." So the people 
ransomed Jonathan, so that he did not die. 
 

• Ransom = the price paid that makes things right 

• The bad news is that none of us have enough to pay the price. 

 
Psalms 49:7-9 
Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, for the ransom of their life is costly 
and can never suffice, that he should live on forever and never see the pit. 
 

• The good news is that Jesus is more than enough to pay the price. 

 
Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 
For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 
 

• The Gospel frees us to see the seriousness of our sin and the supremacy of our salvation. 

 
➢ Three things in view of the gospel..... 
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• Rent Hearts 

 
Psalms 51:14-17 
Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you will not delight in 
sacrifice, or I would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 

• Renewed Minds 

 
Romans 12:1-2 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 

• Rested Hands 

 
Hebrews 4:1-3, Hebrews 4:9-10 
Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to 
have failed to reach it. For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not 
benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those who listened. For we who have believed 
enter that rest, ......so then there remains a sabbath rest...... 
 
 


