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Judges 10:6-18 
The people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and served the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the 
gods of the Philistines. And they forsook the Lord and did not serve him. So the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the 
Ammonites, and they crushed and oppressed the people of Israel that year. For eighteen years they 
oppressed all the people of Israel who were beyond the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in 
Gilead. And the Ammonites crossed the Jordan to fight also against Judah and against Benjamin and 
against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed. And the people of Israel cried out to 
the Lord, saying, "We have sinned against you, because we have forsaken our God and have served the 
Baals." And the Lord said to the people of Israel, "Did I not save you from the Egyptians and from the 
Amorites, from the Ammonites and from the Philistines? The Sidonians also, and the Amalekites and the 
Maonites oppressed you, and you cried out to me, and I saved you out of their hand. Yet you have 
forsaken me and served other gods; therefore I will save you no more. Go and cry out to the gods whom 
you have chosen; let them save you in the time of your distress." And the people of Israel said to the 
Lord, "We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to you. Only please deliver us this day." So they 
put away the foreign gods from among them and served the Lord, and he became impatient over the 
misery of Israel. Then the Ammonites were called to arms, and they encamped in Gilead. And the people 
of Israel came together, and they encamped at Mizpah. And the people, the leaders of Gilead, said one 
to another, "Who is the man who will begin to fight against the Ammonites? He shall be head over all 
the inhabitants of Gilead." 
 

• God is a justifiably angry God. 

 
Deuteronomy 32:3-4 
For I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God! "The Rock, his work is perfect, for 
all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he. 
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• What makes God angry? 

 
Deuteronomy 32:16-22 
They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods; with abominations they provoked him to anger. They 
sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, to new gods that had come 
recently, whom your fathers had never dreaded. You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you, and you 
forgot the God who gave you birth. "The Lord saw it and spurned them, because of the provocation of 
his sons and his daughters. And he said, 'I will hide my face from them; I will see what their end will be, 
for they are a perverse generation, children in whom is no faithfulness. They have made me jealous with 
what is no god; they have provoked me to anger with their idols. So I will make them jealous with those 
who are no people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. For a fire is kindled by my anger, 
and it burns to the depths of Sheol, devours the earth and its increase, and sets on fire the foundations 
of the mountains. 
 

• The problem with repentance: 

 
► We think repentance is about feeling sorry. 
► We think repentance is about saying a prayer. 
► We think repentance is about being baptized. 
► We think repentance is about changing our behavior. 

 

• The problem is that all of these can be done towards idols! 

 
Romans 2:1-5 
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another 
you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things. We know that the 
judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you suppose, O man—you who 
judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of 
God? Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and impenitent heart you 
are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 
 

• The Gospel of Jesus Christ is not “repent”, the Gospel is “receive and rest”. 

 
Isaiah 30:15a (ESV) 
For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness 
and in trust shall be your strength.” 
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Matthew 11:28-30 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light." 
 

• When the Gospel is truly received it will always produce true repentance. 

 
“When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ he intended that the entire life of believers should 
be repentance.” - Martin Luther 
 

• True repentance is a change of heart, mind and action centered upon agreeing with God. 

 
Matthew 22:36-39 
"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 

• Repentance is a heart change that causes a belief change that produces a changed life. 

 
1 Kings 18:39 
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, "The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is 
God." 
 
Judges 10:18 
And the people, the leaders of Gilead, said one to another, "Who is the man who will begin to fight 
against the Ammonites? He shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead." 
 

• Who is the man? 
• Who can win the fight? 
• Who will be the head? 

 
Romans 5:8-11 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we 
have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if 
while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we 
are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 
 


