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e All of the Scriptures point us to Jesus.

Judges 7:1-21 ESV

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside
the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. The
Lord said to Gideon, "The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand,
lest Israel boast over me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.' Now therefore proclaim in the ears of
the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount
Gilead." Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 remained. And the Lord said to Gideon, "The
people are still too many. Take them down to the water, and | will test them for you there, and anyone
of whom | say to you, 'This one shall go with you,' shall go with you, and anyone of whom | say to you,
'This one shall not go with you,' shall not go." So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord
said to Gideon, "Every one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself.
Likewise, every one who kneels down to drink." And the number of those who lapped, putting their
hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. And the
Lord said to Gideon, "With the 300 men who lapped | will save you and give the Midianites into your
hand, and let all the others go every man to his home." So the people took provisions in their hands, and
their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And
the camp of Midian was below him in the valley. That same night the Lord said to him, "Arise, go down
against the camp, for | have given it into your hand. But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the
camp with Purah your servant. And you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be
strengthened to go down against the camp." Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outposts
of the armed men who were in the camp. And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the people of
the East lay along the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without number, as the
sand that is on the seashore in abundance. When Gideon came, behold, a man was telling a dream to his
comrade. And he said, "Behold, | dreamed a dream, and behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the



camp of Midian and came to the tent and struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the
tent lay flat." And his comrade answered, "This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a
man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian and all the camp." As soon as Gideon heard the telling
of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped. And he returned to the camp of Israel and said,
"Arise, for the Lord has given the host of Midian into your hand." And he divided the 300 men into three
companies and put trumpets into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars.
And he said to them, "Look at me, and do likewise. When | come to the outskirts of the camp, do as | do.
When | blow the trumpet, | and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every side of all the
camp and shout, 'For the Lord and for Gideon." So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him
came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the
watch. And they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. Then the three
companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their
right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, "A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!" Every man
stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled.

e What does the story of Gideon and the promise of resurrection have in common?

1. You are not strong enough to save yourself

Judges 7:2 ESV
The Lord said to Gideon, "The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their
hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me."

Ephesians 2:4-9 ESV

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised
us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of
works, so that no one may boast.

e Theidea that Jesus’ life was merely an example of good behavior is completely obliterated in
the resurrection.

2. Just wait for the brilliance of the true light to break forth.




Matthew 28:1-10 ESV

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead
men. But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there
you will see him. See, | have told you." So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy,
and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came up and
took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me."

Isaiah 60:1-6 ESV

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold, darkness
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will
be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up
your eyes all around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from
afar, and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall
come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of
the Lord.

3. At the sound of the last trumpet you will have the ultimate victory.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 ESV

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by a
word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command,
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will
rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:50-57 ESV

| tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable
inherit the imperishable. Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the




imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:
"Death is swallowed up in victory." "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" The
sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory

through our Lord Jesus Christ.



